a ; oo 4 - d aye one: caororoneantria eee ae 
Trends in. Communist Media 24 Sep 75. . | 


Approved For Release 1999/09/26 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000200160014-9 


Contidentin! 


INFORMATION SERVICE 


Trends in Communist Media 


24 SEPTEMBER 1975 
CVOL. XXVI, NO. 38) 


Approved For Release 1999/09/26 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000200160014-9 


Approved For Release 1999/09/26 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000200160014-9 


This report Is based exclusively on foreign media 
materials and is publishea by FBIS without coordination 
with other U.S. Goveriiment components. 


NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATIJN 
Unsuthorized Disclosure Subject to Criminal Sanctions 


Classified by 000073 
Automatically declassified 
six months from date of issue. 


igp: 
Z, 
My 
a ea 
+ $ 


Pn) 
06 .yqt 


Approved For Release 1999/09/26 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000200160014-9 


or  oEEOOEOEOEOEOEeEeEeEE—eee—eE=EOE_O__E_E_ EE EE eer 


Approved For Release 1999/09/28 oufHeNFaL 86 T00608R000200160014-9 
, 24 SEPTEMBER 1975 


CONTENTS 

MIDDLE EAST 

Gromyko Urges Geneva Talks, USSR Cautious on Kissinger Ideas. . 1 
THREATS TO FORD 

Soviet Media Link Assassination Attempts to U.S, Sucial Ills . 5 
COMMUNIST RELATIONS 

Brezhnev Endorses Theorist of Hardline Revolutionary Tactics. . 6 
EAST~WEST RELATIONS 

Moscow: NATO Autumn Maneuvers Contrary to Spirit of Helsinki . 7 
PORTUGAL 

Moscow Reserves Judgment on Sixth Provisional Government. ... 9 
PRC-VIETNAM RELATIONS 

Peking tielcomes Le Duan Amit Signs of Continued Differences . . 12 
PRC-DPRK RELATIONS 

Pyongyang Reports Chang's Anti-Soviet Remarks in North Korea. . 15 
PRC-TAIWAN 

Peking Releases Nationalist Agents, Permits Return to Taiwan. . 17 
VIETNAM 

PRG Orders Old Saigon Currency Replaced by New. ........ 19 
NOTES 


European CP Gonference Preparations; Peking on Spy Satellites; 
Gromyko on New Weapons Bans; PRC Provincial Leadership ..... 22 


APPENDIX 


Moscow, Peking Broadcast Statistics. .......+26+s44..2... tH 


Appr8¥ee-fee Release 1 999/096. GIA, RDP86T00608R0002001 60014-9 


Approved For Release 1999/09/26 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000200160014-9 
CONFIDENTIAL FBIS TRENDS 
24 SEPTEMBER 1975 


=i 5 
MIDDLE EAST 


GROMYKO URGES GENEVA TALKS, USSR CAUTIOUS ON KISSINGER IDEAS 


Soviet criticism of the Sinai accord has continued to be limited 
and, for the most part, indirect. Moscow has offered no suggestivns 
of its own on procedures to continue the search for a Mideast 
settlement other than Seviet Foreign Minister Gromyko's renewea 
advocacy, in his 23 September address at the UN General Assembly, 

of resumption cf the Geneva peace conference. And TASS briefly 
reported Secretary Kissinger's 22 September UNGA address in such 

a fashion as to suggest that he toc was supporting a renewal of 

the Geneva talks. Moscow has thus far not acknowledged Kissinger's 
idea of an “informal multilateral meeting" to assess the Mideasi: 
situation. Moscow media have currently been focusing on the issue of 
prospective military aid to Israel, in a spate of comment apparently 
prompted by the publication in U.S. newspapers of "secret" U.S.- 
Israeli documents, as well as the concurrent visit to Washington 

of Israeli Defense Minister Peres. The comment has professed to 

see a contradiction between Israel's consent to the new Sinal 

accord and its simultaneous attempt to acquire more sophisticated 
U.S. weaponry. 


KISSINGER ADDRESS In the only account thus far of Secrecary 
Kissinger's address, a TASS dispatch on the 22d 
reported him as having "spoken for resuming the Geneva conference on 
the Middle East" and as saying that the United States and the Soviet 
Union "bear special responsibility as cochairmen of that conference." 
The Secretary actually said that the United States "intends to 
consult over the coming weeks with all concerned regurding the 
reopening of the Geneva conference."* The TASS dispatch made no 
mention of Kissinger's new suggestion that "we are prepared also 
to explore possibilities for perhaps a more informal multilateral 
meeting to assess conditions and to discuss the future." Nor did 
TASS mention the third possible approach, the Secretary's affirma- 
tion that the United States was prepared to "make a serious effort 
to encourage” Israeli-Syrian negotiations. 


TASS misrepresented Kissinger in reporting that he "admitted" that 
a step-by-step policy could not lead to a final Mideast settlement, 
and passed over the first part of that sentence: "While we have 


EE SR TR rc fi 
* Soviet comment dealing with the recently published U.S.—Israeli 
understandings has apparently passed over in silence the memorandum 
of agreement relating to the Geneva conference. 
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had important differences witi the Soviet Union, our two countries 

have held parallel views that the situation in the Middle East 

poses grave dangers and that partial steps must be part of and 

contribute to pregress toward a comprehensive settlement." ‘ 


While the TASS dispatch did not include Kissinger's remark that 
discussions had besun with the Soviet Union with a view to ‘ 
“weighing possible diplomatic approaches," TASS earlier had 
briefly reported Foreign Minister Gromyko's meetings with President 
Ford on tne 18th and with Secretary Kissinger on the 19th and 21st. 
Typically, the TASS accounts mentioned only the broad topics of 
discussion, noting for instance that the Ford-Gromyko talks were 

on U.S.-USSR relations, including strategic arms limitation, and 

on "certain international problems of mutual interest"; the reports 
did specify that the Middle East was a topic in the Kissinger- 
Cromyko talks. Soviet media generally tend to be uncommunicative 

on ti2 substance of such meetings; the Libyan media have of fered 

an explanation for Moscow's usual reticence, suggesting that Moscow 
did not want Gromyko's meetings to be construed by foreign audiences, 
especially Arab, as implying Soviet endorsement of U.S. Mideast 
diplomacy and the recent Sinai accord.* 


GROMYKO ADDRESS According to short TASS accounts of Gromyko's 

UNGA address, he reiterated Moscow's established 
three-point stand on the Mideast, calling for full Israeli withdrawal 
from occupied Arab territories, the insuring of Palestinian riglts-- 
inciuding their right "to establish their own state"--and guaranteeing 
the right of all Miceast countries to independent development. Gromyko 
made no specific mention of the new Sinai accord, judging from the 
TASS summaries, but in an implicit reference said that "no palliative 
measures and camuuflage" can obviate the need to satisfy these basic 
problems. 


* Tripoli's ARAB REVOLUTION NEWS AGENCY claimed on the 2lst thac 
Kosygin told the Libyan delegation to the 12th AAPSO meeting in 
Moscow that the Gromyko-Kissinger meetings "did not mean that the 
Soviet Union had endorsed American surrender solutions in the Arab 
region."' Soviet references to Kosygin's 19 September meetine with 
the Libyan delegation, in a TASS item on the 19th and in an Arabic- 
language broadcast on the 21st, merely reiterated that the USSR has 
long advocated the complete withdrawal of Israeli torces from Arab 
territories and the assurance of Palestinian rights as essential 
elements of a comprehensive Mideast settlement. 
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Saying that the "main problems" still awaited a solution, Gromyko 
characterized the Geneva conference as an "appropriate mechanism" 

. for examining them, and revived the call for resumption of the 
conference with the participation of “all, we emphasize, all" 
sides concerned, including Palestine Liberation Organization 

‘ representatives. While routine comment just prior to the initialing 
of the new Sinai accord on 1 September had called it "beneficial" 
to resume the Geneva conference, Moscow since then had said virtually 
nothing about reviving the talks in Geneva. 


U.S. ARMS Moscow's current attention to the matter of further 
TO ISRAEL U.S. arms deliveries tc Israel appears to have been 

sparked by the 16-)7 September publication in the 
Washington POST and New York TIMES of "secret" U.S.-Israeli under- 
standings involving U.S. assurances to Israel on defense, energy, 
and economic requirements. Some such comment would normally have 
appeared in any case in connection with Israeli Defense Minister 
Peres' Washington talks, since Moscow generally portrays Israeli 
ministerial visits to Washington as portending increased military 
and financial assistance.* In the present instance, Peres’ visit 
has been used as a peg for discussion of “some of the details of 
these secret documents,” with some commentators--as in the weekly 
Moscow radio observers roundtable program on the 2ist-~in effect 
questioning the worth of what was called the Egyptian-Israeli 
“provisional peace treaty" when it was being followed by plars for 
new U.S. weapons deliveries to Israel and new U.S. military airlifts 
in the event of a new war. 


Moscow comment has been espucially critical of suggestions that 
the United States would be responsive to Isiaeli requests for 
advanced weapons, seizing in particular on Washington POST and New 
York TIMES articles to portray the U.S. press as denouncing the 
potentially "destabilizing" effect on the Arab-Israeli military 
balance should the United States supply such weapons as the F-16 
aircrafc and medium-range ground-to-ground Pershing missiles. TASS 
and Moscow radio commentators Oriov and Korn’yev both noted on 

the 19th that the Pershing was designed for nuclear warheads, both 
indicating that Israel could fit its own nuclear warheads to the 
missiles. And TASS Deputy Director General Sergey Losev, ina 
broadcast to North American audiences the same day, noted with 
reference to a Washington POST article on the Pershing's capabilities 


* Moscow comment on Prime Minister Rabin's September 1974 visit, for 
instance, focused on U.S. agreement to satisfy Israeli demands for more 
arms supplies, and comment on Foreign Minister Allon's January 1°75 
talks in Washington viewed the visit as the latest in a long line of 


Israeli requests for more assistance. See the TRENDS of 18 September 
1974, pages 4-5, aid 22 January 1975, pages 15-17. 
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that it could hit targets throughout Egypt and Jordan, most of 
Syria, and "vast areas" of Iraq and Saudi Arabia. Losev warned 
that "in the face of such a threat, the Arab countries will be 
compelled to take appropriate steps to neutralize it," with the 
implication that they might seek to obtain weapons with comparable 
capabilities. 


Moscow's Arabic-language service has not broadcast the commentaries 
dealing with the Pershing missile question, but broadcasts in Arabic 
on the 17th did report a PRAVDA article that day by Kuznetsov on 
Peres' Washington visit to discuss Israel's financial and military 
“demands.'' Kuznetsov claimed that the arms aid was Tel Aviv's 
"price" for its consent to return "a few dozen square kilometers" 
of Arab land, and cited U.S. press reports that the United States 
was promising to supply the "latest types of armaments," with 
schedules for deliveries worked out "for a number of years to come." 


U.S. SINAI In other comment Moscow has indicated its continued 
PRESENCE displeasure over the proposed U.S. presence at early- 
warning stations in the Sinai. <A Moscow radio 
Arabic commentary on the 17th, for example, insinuated that the 
envisioned U.S. activity would be only thinly disguised electronic 
intelligence collection, of immense benefit to Israel but harmful 
to Arab interests. Describing the long-time collaboration between 
U.S. and Israeli intelligence purportedly revealed by "recent" 
congressional hearings, the commentary asserted that U.S. intelligence 
on Arab military capabilities had been indispensable to Israel in 
the past two Arab-Israeli wars. The broadcast clearly implied that 
such U.S.-Israeli cooperation had received a new boost with the 
recent Sinai accord.* 


* Such criticism is almost certainly directed against Egypt for 

its role in the disengagement agreement, as well as against Israel 

and the United States. President as-Sadat defended himself against ’ 
such charges in a 15 September speech before Arab Socialist Union 

and trade union leaders in Cairo. 
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THREATS TO FORD 


SOVIET MEDIA LINK ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS TO U.S, SOCIAL ILLS 


. Soviet media have drawn on standard descriptions of U.S. society 
and politics in commenting on the two recent attempts on the life 
of President Ford. Both episodes have been linked to the increasing 
Prevalence of violent crime in the United States and the easy 
availability of firearms to the would-be assassin. 


Brief reports in PRAVDA and RED STAR on the earlier 5 September 
assassination attempt were largely factual, though both referred 

fo a U.S. "cult of violence" behind the incident. Other less 
Prominent papers, as well as some radio commentaries, went on at 
greater Length about the "pistol politics" said to have become 

a regular part of U.S, election campaigns. <A Moscow radio 

observer on 23 September, commenting on the 22 September assassina- 
tion attempt, noted that "tens of millions of firearms of all types" 
are owned by private citizens in the United States and cited the 
widespread opinion that "a law should be passed immediately 
limiting the spread" of such weapons. 


In general, Soviet commentators have avoided attaching any political 
significance to the two attempts. However, regular radio and 
television observer Valentin Zorin recalled for his North American 
radio audience on 13 September the "slander campaign" that had 
preceded the 1963 assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

Zorin wondered whether a similar "propaganda campaign" in the past 
few weeks against President Ford's detente policy and his participa- 
tion in the CSCE finale in Helsinki was not somehow connected with 
this 5 September attempt. An IZVESTIYA commentator also implicated 
the U.S. press in a 13 September article, claiming that such acts 
could be abetted by the tendency of the press to "savor the details 
of criminal acts," 


Zorin, too, was critical of the press, in claiming that "American 
newspapers were in too much of a hurry when they wrote that Lynette 
Fromme was acting on her own in Sacramento." Soviet media have long 
been receptive to "conspiracy theories" with regard to earlier U.S. 
political assassinations. They have been quick to reporé 

expressions of similar sentiments in the United States, including 
Senator Schweiker's recent call for Congress to open a new investiga- 
tion of President Kennedy's assassination, as well as accusations 
that the FBI and the CIA could have been involved in some fashion, 
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COMMUNIST RELATIONS 


BREZHNEV ENDORSES THEORIST OF HARDLINE REVOLUTIONARY TACTICS 


Brezhnev's interview on 17 September with Konstantin Zarodov, 
controversial theorist of hardline revolutionary tactics, raises 
far-reaching questions concerning the continuity of Soviet policy 
and even Brezhnev's status. 


Zarodov, editor of PROBLEMS OF PEACE AND SOCIALISM, the Prague-based 
theoretical journal of international communism, gained wide 
attention by an article in PRAVDA on 6 August which implicitly 
challenged the "unity of action" tactics which most West European 
communist parties, aus well as the Soviet party, have publicly 
proclaimed in recent years. 


Brezhnev, by identifying himself with Zarodov, has in effect also 
identified himself with a militant interpretation of communist 
tactics which is sure to complicate Soviet efforts to convoke a 
conference of European communist parties and may damage the 
credibility of the Soviet Union's detente policy. These obvious 
liabilities of Brezhnev's action suggest the possibility that 

he may have been acting out of need--such as the need to preempt 
the position of a potential challenger--rather than deliberate 
choice. 


The Soviet media handled the interview in a way calculated to 

draw maximum attention to Brezhnev's identification with the 
controversial editor. PRAVDA carried an account of the interview 

on the front page on 18 September--a highly unusual placement given 
the nature of the event, The headline, "A Conversation with Comrade 
L.I, Brezhnev," seemed clearly calculated to catch the eye. Moscow 
radio carried accounts of the interview on its domestic service 

on the 17th and on a wide variety of foreign beams on the 17th 

and 18th. Monitcred broadeasts included most European languages 
although, surprisingly, none in Portuguese. 
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EAST-WEST RELATIONS 


MOSCOW: NATO AUTUMN MANEUVERS CONTRARY TO SPIRIT OF HELSINK? 


: Current NATO strategy and this autumn's military maneuvers in 

< West Europe have been the subject of considerable Soviet comment 
ey over the past few weeks. While criticism of the annual fall exercises 
is customary, this year's expanded series of national and multinational 
Maneuvers and staff exercises, coming after this summer's conclusion 
vf the European security conference in Helsinki, has apparently 
a prompted Moscow to more than doubTe the volume of comment and 
reportage devoted to last year's maneuvers.* 


Commentators have uniformly questioned NATO adnerence to the spirit 
of the CSCE accord. Thus Moscow has persistently asked why it was 
necessary to undertake such large-scale exercises at a time when, 
tollowing the successful conclusion of the CSCE summit, the peoples 
and states of Europe were looking forward to a future of growing 
security, peace and progress. Cumment has made the standard 
assertions that NATO feels threatened and weakened by the detertoration 
so of its "southern flank." Therefore, the alliance, according to 
Moscow, has undertaken "massive" maneuvers in an effort to demonstrate 
solidarity and strength, while at the same time endeavoring to 
undermine peace and progress in Europe by stirring up mistrust and 
fear. 


A Yuriy Kharlanov articie in PRAVDA on 15 September provided Moscow's 
only acknowledgment, in all the comment on the autumn exercises, that 
the NATO countries had adhered to the prior-notification provision 
of the Helsinki accord. But Kharlanov went on to assert that livirg 
: up to the letter of the document was not enough: "Some people," 
he said, "are trying to prove in the Western press that the current 
NATO maneuvers are in full accordance with the decisions adopted 
in Helsinki. Since these exercises were announced in advance, they 
maintain, this means that one of the points of the final act is 
being fulfilled. Yet an understanding was reached in Helsinki to 
be guided not only by the letter but also by the spirit of the 
conference. The present NATO campaign has nothing in common with 
the spirit." 


' Similarly, IZVESTIYA on 23 September described this year's "intensified 


military preparations" as being clearly contrary to the "spirit of the 
times."" The Soviet military newspaper RED STAR asserted on 21 September 


* Moscow has not publicized any major multinational exercises of the 


Warsaw Pact since the five-country maneuvers held in Czechoslovakia in 
the fall of 1972. 
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that such an "unprecedented series" of military maneuvers could only 
arouse "legitimate alarm" and reflect a desire to "block" and 
"hinder" the processes of easing tension in Europe. Earlier, RED 
STAR on 30 August, having noted that this year's maneuvers coincided 
"for the first time" with operations in the North Sea of nuclear- 
powered ships of the U.S. Navy, called the coming maneuvers an 
"unprecedented demonstration of the NATO machinery." 
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PORTUGAL 


MOSCOW RESERVES JUDGMENT ON SIXTH PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 


Moscow has taken a "wait-and-sece" attitude toward Portugal's 
sixth provisional government, formed by Premier Azevedo on 

19 September, cautiously saying that "only the future will show" 
whether the new government will follow the path of revolution, 
the "only guarantee" of success in its mission. In the light of 
the Portuguese Communist Party's considerably reduced role in the 
new government, Moscow has put the best face on the situation, 
praising the PCP for "putting the interests of the revolution above 
party interests" in agreeing to join the government, while at the 
same time warning that solutions to the country's problems were 
"inconceivable" without PCP participation, 


Foreign Minister Gremyko, in his 23 September UNGA address, became 
the first Soviet leader to speak out on the Portuguese situation 
ard, in effect, to respond to admonitions in August by President 
Ford and Secretary Kissinger against Soviet interference in 
Portugal. -According to TASS' summary of his speech, Gromyko 
deplored "frank attempts from outside" to force the Portuguese 
people to abandon their chosen path, but he did not identify the 
authors of such attempts. He called for calm to allow Portugal to 
tackle its complex political and economic problems, and said it 
was the Soviet position that "no one should be allowed to trample 
underfoot" the Portuguese people's right to decide their destiny 
without outside interference. 


AZEVEDO GOVERNMENT Prior to the formation of the government-~ 
in which the PCP is represented by only one 
communist minister--Moscow had displayed concern over the PCP's 
declining influence and indicated willingness to accept the 
government arrangement only as a necessary evil to avoid the threat 
of reaction. Oa the 17th, PRAVDA correspondents Yermakov and Kotov 
had rejected extreme leftist criticism of the PCP's participation 
in the cabinet by noting that the forthcoming government was "the 
sole possible--under the present conditions--solution to the 
crisis." Similarly, ZA RUBEZHOM said on 18 Sepzember that "it is 
the realization that a real danger of overt action by reaction 
exists in the country which is forcing attempts to achieve a 
compromise." ZA RUBEZHOM added that PCP leader Alvaro Cunhal 
had warned:that "if it proves necessary, we will start a struggle 
with different means and victory will be the revolution's all the 
same." 
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Yermakov and Kotov gave a lukewarm welcome to the new government 
in PRAVDA on the 20th, observing that "it seems that the 
rrotracted government crisis has been resolved," largely due to 
the PCP's "sense of high responsibility for the fate of the 
revolution's achievements" and to the "renewed dialog between the 
communist and socialist parties." The correspondents noted with 
approval that the government's plan "envisages measures to 
consolidate the revolution's basic achievements and speaks of 
Portugal's socialist path." But they warned that stability and 
success "can be insured only if the government's efforis coincide 
with the aspirations of the working masses." 


A TASS report in PRAVDA on the 2lst praised the PCP for "putting 
the interests of the Portuguese revolution above party interests" 
in supporting Azevedo's efforts, but indicated unhappiness over 

the PCP's lot, reporting that the party considered that the 
composition of the government "far from corresponds to the 
influence held in the country" by the various political forces. 

In another caveat, TASS warned that "anv government can succeed 
only to the extent that it accords with the interests of the 
revolutionary process." Further underscoring Moscow's wait-and-see 
attitude, a 22 September Kotov dispatch in PRAVDA, as reported by 
TASS, added that the sixth government's platform "reflects 
contradictory tendencies" and that "only the future will show which 
of them takes the upper hand." Kotov added that "the masses are 
now on the inove" and that commentators "stress that the government 
will find it impossible to ignore this new weighty factor," 


Commentators on Moscow radio's weekly observers' roundtable on the 
21ls._, summing up the stages in the “antifascist democratic 
revolution" represented by the five previous provisional governments, 
described the sixth as a compromise including representatives of 
"various tendencies" within the military as well as "socialist 

and communist ministers" and Popular Democratic Party representa- 
tives. Without further analysis of the makeup of the cabinet, 
IZVESTIYA's Matveyev and Moscow radio's Dunayev analyzed the past 
failures to implement "truly good measures" aimed at satisfying 

the aspirations of the peasantry, particularly in the north, in 
effect calling on the new government to follow the line established by 
the cabinets of ousted Prime Minster Goncalves. 


LITERARY GAZETTE While recent Soviet coment on the Socialist 
ON PS, PDP Party has tended to be moderate--on the 18th, 
PRAVDA, for example, sjecifically noted 
Cunhal's recognition of the need for a PS role in the government-~ ‘ 
a 17 September LITERARY GAZETTE article by radio commentator Igor 
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Fesunenko revived earlier criticism of the PS,* Fesunenko 

observed that Portugal's current Problems “have been caused by the 
sharp turn to the right" of the Ps and PPD leadership, And, while some 
Soviet observers had been almost appreciative of Soares' remarks 

in a L'EUROPEO interview on the threat of a rightwing coup, 
Fesunenko noted only that "Soares was forced to admit" that such 

u danger existed. Reserving the worst words for the soclalist- 
allied People's Democratic Party, Fesunenko said that the PPD 
"actually refused to cooperate with the communists" and clain-d 
that the PPD, "in alliance with openly counterrevolutionary groups; 
had "instigated the escalation of violence, terror and pogroms 
which befell the local PCP committees this summer," 


* LITERARY GAZETTE's earlier attacks against the Socdalist Party 
and PS leaser Mario Soares are discussed in the TRENDS of 2 July 
1975, page 25 and of 6 August 1975, page 23, 
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PRC-VIET AM RELATIONS 


PEKING WELCOMES LE DUAN AMID SIGNS OF CONTINUED DIFFERENCES 


While presenting an appearance of cordtal, correct Sino-Vletnamesc 
soiidarity, Chinese hand) ing of the current visit to Peking by a 
Vietnamese party-povernment delepation ted by VWP First secretary 

Le Duan has been noticeably les effusive than Le had been for 

Le Duants last viett as head of an of ftetal delegation in dune 1973, 
The current visit began on 22 September. Peking, comment has moderated 
previous express tong of unity and friendship and has piven tore 
attention to assessments of the world aituation potentially of fenstve: 
to Vietnamese sensitivithes than tt had durtnpy the 1973 stay. Such 
Peking treatment serves Lo underline recent signs of coolness  [n 
relutions with Hanot stnce the latter's "liberation" of South 

Vietnam last spring.* Vietnamese treatment, by contrast, has thus 
far relterated testimonials to Sino-Vietnamese friendship used in 
1973, although Hanol media have deleted Chinese comment at) odds 

with Vietnamese positions in the course of reporting, on the visit. 


"he current delegatlon, which Includes one other Vietnamese pol itbure 
member, PRV Vice Premier Le Thanh Nebt, is lower-ranking than that 
led by Le Duan in 1973, which {neluded DRV Premier Pham Van Dong as 
well as Le Thanh Nehi. The present delegation's several DRV economic 
and planning, officlals suggest tt has come to conclude an cconomic 
assistance agreement, as did the last Le Duan delegation in 1973. 

The Victnamese visitors tnelude Vice Minister of Foreipn Trade Ly 
Ban, who has been in Peking since mid-August, when he accompanied 

a DRV delegation led by Le Thanh Nghi to initiate talks on Sino- 
Vietnamese economic cooperation in Peking.** 


Chinese hospitality protocol for the Vietnamese thus far has followed 
closely the pattern cmployed in the 1973 visit. The guests were 
greeted on arrival by five CCP Politburo members led by Vice Premier 
Teng Hsiao-ping,, wire welcomed at a 22 September reception attended 
by nine CCP Politburo members, and were feted at a banquet that 
evening hosted by Teng Hsiao-ping and addressed by Teng and Le Duan. 


a 
® The 4-11 June visit by Le Duan as head of a VWP and DRV povernment 
delegation was discussed in the TRENDS of 31 May 1973, pages 1-4; 

6 June 1973, pages 1-3; and 13 June 1973, pages 1-7. For discussion 
of recent signs of Sino-Vietnamese coolneos, sce the TRENDS of 

20 August 1975, pages 17-19, and of 4 September 1975, pages 17-18. 


*x* That delegation's visit is discussed in the TRENDS of 20 August 
1875, pages 17-19. 


Approvestaritelease 1999/09/26 5yGhaWRRP86T00608R000200160014-9 


Approved For Release 1999/09/26 C@1AORDRS6T00608R0QQ200160014-9 
24 SEPTEMBER 1975 


aE ey 
On the 23d Le Duan and Le Thanh Nght opened talks with Teng and 


Li Usten-nten and also met Cambod{an Deputy Prime Minister Ieng 
sary, who has been in Peking atnee the th. The Vietnamene 


‘ delegation wan recetved by Mao on the 24th. 
CHINESE COMMENT Expreastons of Sino-Vietnamene friendship and 
‘ solidarity in Tenp's 22 September banquet speech 


were less elaborate than those {tn the speech by PRO Premier Chou 
En-lal welcoming Le Duan in 197). when the Vietnam military conf) tet 
continued despite the Paria agreement, While Chou had character! zed 
the two nations as "clone comrades={n-arms and brothers" who "shared 
weal and woe" and had pone through "thiek and thin" together, Teng 
now called the PRC and Vietnam "fraternal soclalint neighbors" 
sharing a "longstanding tradttfLonal (riendship.” In hin speech 

Chou had noted that a “profound revolultonary friendship," nurtured 
personally by Mao Tye-tung and Ho Cht Minh and based on the 
princtples of Marxism-Leniniam and proletarian internationalism, 

had been forged between the two nations ard that the "great friend- 
ship and militant unfty" between them had been "further enhanced 

and consolidated." Chou had Pledged that China would continue to 
perform its international fst duty to resolutely support Vietnam's 
"Just struggle." This time Teng merely noted that the Chinese 
people have "always treesured thelr revolutionary friendship" 

with Vietnam, that the preservation and deve lopment of their 
friendship on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian {nter- 
nationalfam was in keeping with the "common desire" and “fundamental 
interests" of the two peopies, ant that the Chinese people would 
"spare no effort" to do so, 


The PEOPLE'S DAILY editorial greeting Le Duan's latest arrival 
agimilarly dropped most of the expressions of friendship that had 

been recited in the editortal Breeting his 1973 visit, It pledged 
only that the Chinese "will, as always, actively contribute their 
share" to strengthening Sino-Vietnamese friendship. Atmospherics in 
the NCNA reports on the delegation's arrival and its reception by the 
Chinese leadership were also moderated. While the Sino-Victnamese 
talks in 1973 had been orened in a "warm atmosphere overflowing with 
revolutionary friendship and militant unity," talks this time were 
characterized simply as "fraternal, cordial, and friendly." 


Like other PRC spokesmen befcre Vietnamese audiences in recent weeks ,* 
Teng on the 22d stressed, without Specifically mentioning the United 


* Vice Premier Li Hsien-nien, at a 13 August 1975 welcoming banquet” 
' speech for Le Thanh Nghi, and Vice Prenter Chen Hsi-lien, in a 

3 September speech at the Thai Nguyen steel complex near Hanoi during 

the 1975 DRV National Day celebrations, had similarly admonished Viet~ 

namese audiences on the dangers from Superpower hegemonism for Peace 

in the world today. 
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States and the Soviet Unton, that the hegemon tam of the “superpowers! 

was the primary cause of world tennton today. lle warned hin 

listeners that the superpowers were subjecting the Third World cto ' 
“aggression, subvernion, Interference, control, and Plunder," and 

pledged that China would "atand unaworvingly" at the side of the 

Third World countites ag the “madn force! of resistance to ; 
Imperfalfom, colontalism, and hepemontam, During Le Buan'sa 1974 

visit by contrast, Chou En-lat did not comment on the world 

situation, discussing only the "completely new situation" tn 

Indochina fn the wake of the Partin peace apreemonts, 


VIETNAMESE TREATMENT Le Duan's 22) September banquet speech 
OF VISIT echoed his previoun testimontaly to Sino- 


Vietnamene nolfcartty and appreetatton 
for PRO afd fn the war, employed in his 1973 vinste. The party 
leader lauded the "militant vol fdarity" betweer the Vietnamene 
people and Chinese people, "our clone friends," and he praised 
the “preat support. and multtform assistance” plyven by the PRC 
"In a sptrit of proletarian tnternattonal tem." 


As he had done in 1973, however, Le Duan also underscored Vietnamene 
differences with China on the International sttuation. He stressed 
the importance of solidarity amenp the “soclal ist countries" and the 
internattonal communtst movement, castipating the Untted Staces alone 
as the "ringleader" of internat tonal impertalism, and prafsing add 

to Vietnam from “other fraternal socialist countries" as well as that 
from the ?RC=-but without specifying thanks to the "Soviet people" 
as he had done in his 1973 speech, VNA's 23 September report of 

the 22 September banquet alse reflected Vietnamese differences with 
China on sensitive St{no-Soeviet Issues by potntedly omitting that 

part of Teng Ustao-ping's address which dealt with condemning the 
"superpowers" for their international rivalry. 


PRE-VISIT COMMENT Immediately prior to Le Duan's arrival, 
ON DISPUTED Tor Ann, Peking media took pains to underline an 
intransigent Chinese position on tslands 
Claimed by both Vietnam and China {n the South China Sea, A 
Peking radio report by the station's correspondent, broadcast to 
Taiwan on 19 September and to Vietnam on 20 and 21 September, reaffirmed 
China's claims to the disputed islands and recalled--for the first 
time in Chinese media in several months--the PRC victory over Saigon 
forces in the Paracel (Hsisha) Islands In January 1974, Focusing 3 
on Chinese accomplishments on the Paracel Islands, the report noted 
the development of modern industrial, transport and fish-processing 
facilities there, adding that one of the islands had become "a basd' . 
with "various modern facilities for fishery, shipping industry and 
national defense in the South China sea." This report is not known 
to have been carried in other Chinese media, 
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PRC-DPRK RELATIONS 


PYONGYANG REPORTS CHANG’S ANTI~SOVIET REMARKS IN NORTH KOREA 


On 24 September KCNA replayed attacks on "superpowers" and 
"hegemontam" made by visiting COP Politburo member Chang Chun-chiao 
at a 23 September rally in Nampo, the first time such anti-Soviet 
remarks have been replayed by Pyongyang. The KCNA vernlon wan 

even more complete than the NCNA report on the speech. In the part 
the North Korean media have carefully refrained from replaying any 
overtly anti-Soviet referencen in Chinese aCatementss the most 
recent f{llustration of thie occurred on 21 September, when DPRK 
medta dropped a Chang reference to “modern revistontam" {n a speech 
at a banquet welcoming him to Pyongyang.* . 


The 24 September replay of anti-Soviet reterences does not neem to 
{indicate that North Korea has become willing to burn ideological 
bridges with the Soviet Union, however, as Pyongyang displayed 
caution in replaying only those anti-Soviet remarks made outside 
the capital, and Korean speakers themselves continue to refrain 
from making anti-Soviet remarks. In addition, KCNA reported the 
presence of Sovict officifals at a wreath~laying ceremony on 

22 September while NCNA fafled to do 80, in line with the pattern 
followed when then CCP Vice Chairman Li Te~sheng made a National 
Day trip to North Xorea in September 1973. 


Chang is in the DPRK as head of a party delegation which arrived 
in Pyongyang on 21 September, the first high-level Chinese group 
to visit the DPRK other than on a major anniversary since Chou 
En-lai's trip to Pyongyang in April 1970. There has been no 
indication the PRC delegation has any special substantive aim, 

and thus far the visit seems mainly to have fostered an image nf 
Asian communist unity--which may, in fact, be its intended Purpose, 


NCNA reported the delegation was on a "friendly visit" at the 
invitation of the Korean Workers Party, while KCNA has called the 
visit a "goodwill mission" of "great significance in further 
strengthening Korean-Chinese friendship" and for attaining the 
"common goal." The delegation was received by Kim 1l-song on the 


* Over the past two years, Pyongyang has alluded to but never publicly 
embraced Peking's current scheme of "three worlds," which lumps the 

: United States and the USSR together. DPRK media have widely discussed 
the "Third World" and referred in passing to a "Second World,” but 
have never mentioned the "First World" of the "superpowers," 
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24th, but there have been no reports of any formal talks. Thun far 
the delepatton's activities have fneluded the banquet {tn Pyongyanp, 
Vinita to Kim's birthplace and vartoun monumenthy and Che mana 
rally on the 23d fn Nampo. 


speaking al the banquet on the 21st, Chany Chun=-chiao closely 
followed the public ponttton on Korea that Peking espoused during 
Kim Pi-song'a visit to Ching in Aprit.* Chang supported Kim'n 
three principles and five-potne program as the correct path for 
Korean reunification, condemmed the Untted States and the Pak 
regime for attempting to perpetuate the division of Korea, and 
offered Chinese support for the Korean demand for "complete 
withdrawal of U.S. troops" from South Korea. 


In hin speech at the banquet, KWP Politdeal Committee member Yang, 
lyongesop also strongly emphasized Korean-Chinene unity, noting 
that 1 was based on "complete equality and independence," Yanp 
patd seant attention to the Korean question, noting only that ft 
wau the Korean people's "supreme national task" to force the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from South Korea and achteve the 
independent and peaceful reunification of the country, and that 
both North and South Korean people would defeat the "two Koreas 
plot" and struggle to implement Kim's three principles and five- 
point policy. 


® Poldne wr ew See. 
* Peking's views on Korean issues as reflected in the April visit 
are discussed in the TRENDS of 23 April 1975, pages 19-23, and of 
30 April, pages 8-9, 
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PRC-TAIWAN 


PEKING RELEASES NATIONALIST AGENTS, PERMITS RETURN TO TAIWAN 


‘ Peking on 22 September announced the releane of 144 agents of the 
Tatpel government captured during Habotage raids against the PRC 
in the carly 1960's. The NCNA account of the release noted that 
those pardoned would be permitted to return to Taiwan and would 
be provided with travel expenses. 


This latest Peking initiative follows Taiwan's carlier rejection of 
10 Nationalist "war criminals" whom Peking hal pardoned in March 
and given permission to go to Taiwan. Peking «ot considerable 
Propaganda play when the Chiang government refused to allow those 
former Kuomintang army officers into Taiwan. The current release 
seems designed to gain Peking further favorable publicity for its 
efforts to foster people-to-people interchanges with Taiwan 

against the wishes of the Taiwan government. 


The 22 September NCNA report disclosed that "Chinese judicial 
organs" had decided to release "all the 95 armed special agents 

and 49 crew members ... of the Chiang Kai-shek clique in custody," 
marking the "completion of the disposal of all the cases of the 
U.S.-Chiang armed agents and crew aembers" who were captured between 
1962 and 1965. NCNA noted that some of the captured personnel had 


been released earlier "in four batches" It said 
that the newly released agents had been 
and jobs and would be allowed to return 


since July 1963. 
granted citizenship rights 
to Taiwan if they wished. 


The report also noted that two Japanese and two South Koreans 
captured on the boats carrying agents were also released, NCNA 
repeatedly called the saboteurs "U.S.-Chiang agents," but it did 
not elaborate on the role the Wnited States Played in the 1960 
raids. 


MARCH AMNESTY Peking announced last March the release of almost 

300 former KMT "war criminals" and subsequently 
gave considerable propaganda support to 10 of those released who 
traveled to Hong Kong in April to petition Taipei authorities for 
permission to return to their families on Taiwan.* In early 
September NCNA and Peking radio reported that three of the group 

, had returned in frustration to the mainland, two had gone to the 
United States, and four remained in Hong Kong. NCNA earlier had 


reported the suicide in early June, caused by the "Chiang clique's 


* Peking's 18 March announcement and subsequent propaganda on the 
issue arediscussed in the TRENDS of 19 March 1975, pages 27-28, and 
of 30 April 1975, page 13. 
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heartiessness,"” of one member of the group in Hong Kong. Spenkers 


at meetinga sponsored by the CCP United Front Work Department in 
Canton and Peking to welcome the three roturnees expressad hope 
that eventually they would be able to return to the {uland and 
sharply denounced Premier Chlang Ching-kuo and other Taiwan 
officials for their ‘perverted" stand, 
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VIETNAM 


PRG ORDERS OLD SAIGON CURRENCY REPLACED BY NEW 


A wnajor exchange of former GVN currency for new "National Bank of 
Vietnam" banknotes at a rate of 500 old Plasters for one new unit 
was reported to have been carried out on 22 September throughout 
South Vietnam. According to ¢ series of communiques released that 
day, the exchange was necessary for both economic reasons and to 
halt "espionage" activittes and disruption of the market and the 
people's livelihood. The various aunouncements from the PRG, bank 
authorities, and the Saigon Military Management Committee explain- 
ing procedures and rules for the exchange include several indirect 
acknowledgments of resistance and difficulties the PRG has faced 
since its 30 April takeover in the South, 


Elimination of the old GVN currency, use of which had been permitted 
since the takeover, appears to he a major step in the campaign, 
announced in a 10 September PRG statement, to "eliminate" certain 
categories uf big businessmen and institute new forms of economic 
organization.* Announcements to date Provide no evidence of the 
new currency's relationship to the existing DRV currency, or on 

any fixed currency exchange rate between the North and South or 
with foreign currencies. 


The 21 September PRG communique ordering the exchange-~first 
monitored from Saigon radio on the 22d, the day of the exchange-- 
justified the step on grounds that "an independent and sovereign 
currency" that served the people's interests was needed to replace 
the old GVN money, which it said had been a "brazen tool for 
exploitation" and had become "dependent and seriously devalued by 
serious inflation." The communique added that the PRG had 

decided to take "economic and financial measures"--not spelled out 
furthey--aimed at building "an independent and sovereign economy 
of the revolutionary administration," overcoming inflation "left 
behind by the enemy," and Preventing continued use of old GVN 
banknotes "to undermine the economy," to carry out "acts of 


espionage to disrupt security and order" and to "upset the market 
and the people's livelihood." 


The exchange rate for old currency into the new, 500 "Saigon 
administration" piasters for every new banknote unit, was 
announced in a 21 September communique of the National Bank of 
Vietnam, also first monitored on the 22d. The communique pointed 


* See the TRENDS of 17 September 1975, pages 16-17, for a discussion 
of the 10 September PRG statement and the new campaign. 
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out that only old banknotes In denominations of 1,000, 500, 200, 
and 100 planters (dong) would be exchanged, with the smaller 
denominations “temporartly" continuing dn use ag “small change," 
The communique aspect {fed restrictions on amounts that could be 
exchanged for houncholda-- limited to 100,000 old plasters, 
Individuals up to 15,000, and Larger amounts for businesses up to 
500,000 planters. ALL amounts: above the fmles were to be 
depontted in bank savings or other accounts, from which withdrawals 
could be made "gradually" for small deposLtors and baned on need 
for businesses, 


Evidence that in Salgon, at least, authorities yreatly underestimated 
the scope and complexity of the exchange program wis provided hy 
revined announcements on the Salgon exchange hours and travel 
restrictions, The Inftlal announcement by the Saigon Military 
Management Committee called for the exchange to be completed 

between 0600 and LLOO Satpon time on the 22d, and announced that 
workers would be authorized absence from work until 1100, a pertod 
during which vehleoular travel and trading restrictions were put 

into force. But a second announcement some 11 hours later announced 
that because of the "practical situation," the Saigon currency 
exchange committee had extended the deadline by 12 hours, to 2300 

on the 22d. Another indication of the problems facing the 
authorities effecting, the exchange came in a 24 September communique 
issued by the National Bank of Vietnam, warning people to be on the 
lookout for bogus currency bearing the inscription "NFLSV Central 
Committee." The bank communique cautioned people not to confuse 
them with the genuine new ones and to report any information they 
might have about the circulation of the bogus bills. 


The importance of the currency exchangein the PRGS new canpaign against 
the "comprador bourgeoisie" and disruptive elements was reflected 
in initial commentaries on the Saigon radio and in an article in 
the 23 September Saigon GIAI PHONG newspaper. Repeating the key 
justifications of the 21 September PRG communique, the article 
stressed that th: "comprador bourgeoisie" had continued,since the 
South was "Liberated,"to "speculate in" and hoard goods, increase 
prices, and "disrupt the market" with prices increasing "every 
Passing day," thus undermining “he economy and causing "political 
disturbances." The article urged vigilance against "slanderous 
arguments and acts of sabotage" by the “enemy and his lackeys" 


to maintain security and order during the currency exchange period, ; 
QS 
* In the original Vietnamese, the term "dong" has always been, and \ 


continues to be, used to refer to the monetary unit in both the 
North and the South. However, translators have traditionally 
retained dong in speaking of Hanoi currency but have rendered the 
word as "piaster" when referring to GVN currency. 
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A questions and answers broadcast on tha currency exchange by 

Saigon radio on the 23d explained why the now administration had 

waited until now--nearly five months~-to replaced the old Saigon 

currency. It cited "many othor big tasks" such as maintaining 
public order and security, building and consolidating administrative 

machinery at various levels, and added that issuing currency 

required a "preparatory period," 
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NOTES 


EUROPEAN CP CONFERENCE PREPARATIONS: Recent references in the Polish 
and Czechoslovak press suggest that the projected all-European con- 
ference of communist parties is still planned this year, despite 
Western press speculation that disagreements might fore a postponement 
until after the 25th CPSU congress in February 1976. The Warsaw 
TRYBUNA LUDU on 10 September referred to the conference as taking 
place "this autumn," and Bratislava PRAVDA on 26 August said it 

would be held "this year." High-ranking East European figures have 
been less specific as to the timing. Bulgarian Premier Todorov, 

in an 8 September Sofia speech, and SED Politburo member and Secretary 
Axen, in a Milan L'UNITA festival Speech on the 14th, indicated 

that preparations for the European communist party conference were 
still going on, but refrained from Saying when the conference would 
be held. That the preparaticns have been difficult was indicated by 
the fact that communist media have not reported any preparatory 
meetings since the one held in East Berlin on 8-10 April. Bratislava 
PRAVDA called the preparations "arduous" and "not easy or simple." 
The Yugoslav paper Ljubljana DELO on the 13th Stressed that the most 
basic disagreement during the conference preparations was between 
Moscow and the independent Italian Communist .Party, which--along 

with the Polish party--is one of the organizers of the planned con- 
ference. Concern over the Italian party's independent attitude may 
have been a factor in the SED's decision to send an exceptionally 
high-ranking figure such as Axen to the L'UNITA festival in Milan. 


PEKING ON SPY SATELLITES: A 22 September NCNA commentary bluntly 
derided U.S.-Soviet cooperation in space, alleging that there is 
evidence of an increasingly fierce superpower "spy war" in space. 

The commentary claimed, for the first time in PRC media, that the USSR 
has been developing satellites capable of searching out and destroying 
U.S. spy satellites covering Soviet military deployments. Citing a 

16 August AFP report from Bonn, NCNA alleged that a Soviet satellite 
had "recently torpedoed a U.S. Spy satellite in orbit," noting that 
this "technological breakthrough" stemming from a three-year Soviet 
testing program poses a "grave danger" to the West. The commentary 
also broke new ground when it declared that the United States, in order 
to counter the USSR, has stepped up test production of weapons to 
protect its satellites and is planning to put "synchronized spy 
satellites" into a high orbit beyond the reach of Soviet interception. 
The NCNA commentary explicitly ridiculed the July 1975 U.S.-Soviet 
"space handshake," but-~like other Peking media~-it failed to mention 
the visit to the USSR of the U.S. astronauts who were received by 
Brezhnev on 22 September--the day the NCNA commentary was released, 
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GROMYKO_ON NEW WEAPONS BAN: On 23 September TASS publicized a 

letter from Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko to UN Secretary 

General Waldheim submitting a proposal for banning the development 

and production by all states of new types of mass destruction 

weapons. Gromyko spoke in support of the proposal in his UN 

: General Assembly speech the same day. Such a Soviet proposal had 
been expected since Brezhnev raised the matter informally in his 
RSFSR Supreme Soviet election speach last June. Although Gromyko 
like Brezhnev, failed to specify any particular weapon systems ‘ 
he indicated Soviet willingness to clarify the proposal "in a 
concrete discussion of this question." Gromyko also acknowledged 
that it was "above all the great powers" that Moscow hoped would 
cecnclude such an agreement. Perhaps anticipating Western demands 
for verification procedures considered intrusive by Moscow 
the Gromyko letter said that an agreement "must not create: 
obstacles to the economic, scientific and technical development 
of participating states." 


<2 PRC_ PROVINCIAL LEADERSHIP: Peking and Shenyang accounts of a 
North Korean acrobatic troupe's 23 September performance in 
Shenyang identified Tseng Shao-shan as "first secretary and 
chairman of the Liaoning provincial CCP and revolutionary 
na committees and political commissar of the Shenyang PLA units." 
Tseng was previously party second secretary in this province, 
The first secretary's post has been vacant since Chen Hsi-lien was 
transferred to Peking in late 1973. Chen was replaced as militar 
region commander by Li Te~sheng, but like other military region : 
commanders transferred at the time, Li was not given a provincial 
party comnittee post. Li last appeared Publicly on i August Arm 
Day in Sheuyang. With Tseng's assumption of the new post, all ; 
PRC provin:ial party secretary vacancies caused by the mace 
transfer of military commanders have been filled, though it is 
likely that other vacancies still exist in Heilung!:iang and 


Tsinghai, 
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APPENDIX 


MOSCOW, PEKING BROADCAST STATISTICS 15 - 21 SEPTEMBER 1975 


Moscow (2440 items) Peking (905 items) 


China (8%) 7% UN (12%) 10% 
AAPSO Council 12th . (--) 7% [UNGA 7th Spe- (12%) 7%] 
Session, Moscow cial Session 
[Brezhnev Greet- (-~) 2%] {[UNGA 30th  (--) 3%] 
ings Session 
UNGA 30th Session (--) 5% Zambian Goodwill (1%) 5% 
[Gromyko Arrival (--) 3%] Delegation in PRC 
Statement Tanzanian and (--) 3% 
USSR Nuclear Test Ban (5%) 2% Zambian Government 
Proposal Delegations in PRC 
Angola (--) 3% 
Papua-New Guinea (--) 3% 
Independence 


counted as commentaries. 
Figures in parentheses indicate volume of comment during the’ preceding week. 
Topics and events given major attention in terms of volume are not always 


discussed in the body of the Trends. Some may have be. covered tn Prior issues: 
in other cases the propaganda content may be routine or of minor significance. 
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